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Ep1ToR’s INTRODUCTION 


AINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM'S treatise On the Providence of 

God was written at the very end of his life, when he was 
‘n exile in the mountains of Armenia. He wrote this work to 
encourage his faithful flock in Constantinople and elsewhere, 
who were in distress due to his forced exile and the political in- 
trigue and persecutions surrounding it. That he would have the 
strength and courage not only to instruct his spiritual children 
on the wondrous providence of God amidst the sufferings of his 
exile, but to write a whole treatise on this subject, is a testament 
to the indomitable faith of this great man of God. 

As archbishop of Constantinople, St. John had, prior to his 
exile, shown himself to be an uncompromising foe of every form 
of corruption, whether it be among the Christians of Constanti- 
nople placed under his spiritual care, the leaders of the Church, 
or the imperial family. Because of this, over time a number of 
highly placed people—including the Byzantine emperor Arca- 
dius, the empress Eudoxia, and the archbishop of Alexandria, 
[heophilus—began to harbor grudges against him, and sought 
to remove him from his episcopal position. In 404 the em- 
peror exiled St. John to Praenetum. This first exile lasted only 


a short time, after which Empress Eudoxia called the saint back 
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-o Constantinople. The reasons for the reprieve are uncertain, 
but in any case the calm that the saint enjoyed in Constanti- 
nople was to be short-lived, lasting only two months. Eudoxia 
erected a statue of herself in the square directly across from the 
Hagia Sophia Cathedral in the Great City, and games were being 
played in front of it, disturbing the celebration of divine services. 
St. Chrysostom, for whom the upholding of God's holiness and 
cruth had always been paramount, spoke out against this, which 
deeply offended the empress. Soon Emperor Arcadius sent St. 
John into a second exile. 

On June 20, 404, St. John left Constantinople escorted by 
several soldiers. Very soon afterward, those who supported Sr. 
John were themselves persecuted by Arcadius, Eudoxia, and their 
accomplices. Many were arrested, either to be imprisoned or, like 
St. John, forcefully banished from the city. 

Cucusus, a small isolated town in the mountains of Armenia, 
had been selected as the site of St. John’s exile.’ The journey there 
took seventy days, during which the saint was beset by fevers, 
and he and his guards were in constant danger of being attacked 
by Isaurian marauders. 

Situated at an elevation of 4,500 feet (1,400 meters) be- 
tween the mountain chains of Taurus and Antitaurus, Cucusus 
was a “most desolate” place, as the saint repeated in his letters. 
Nevertheless, upon his arrival, the saint felt the consolation of 
ho longer being under constant threat of raiders: “We arrived in 
Cucusus safe and sound ... and we found a land free of troubles, a 
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St. John Chrysostom being taken into exile in 404. 


Illumination from the Menologion of Basil II, 
Constantinople, ca. 1000. 
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us or to pursue us.”? The town was then protected vy a sizable 
garrison: “Cucusus is the pinnacle of solitude, but the solitude 
weighs me down less than I am gladdened by the security and the 
fact of no longer having vexations. 3 rae Saw 
The length of the route to reach it, the rigor of the climate, 
and periodic incursions by the Isaurians made Cucusus little fre- 
quented by travelers. In his letters, St. John wrote of his wish for 
people to come and see him, but he knew, from experience, what 
the trip would represent, even if it were accomplished in condi- 
tions more favorable than those of a prisoner like himself. Some- 
times St. John implored his friends and spiritual children not to 
endanger themselves;* sometimes he confessed his great desire 
to meet them again: “If I have their physical presence, I will say 
something, I will hear those I love.”* Indeed, very few dared to 
venture all the way to him. He wrote to his flock every time he 


fl 


had the opportunity. But the couriers were slow and the fear of 
bandits sometimes caused them to turn back.’ 

Life was harsh in the mountains of Armenia. John deplored 
the “bad temperament” (dvexpacia) of the air, being accus- 
tomed to the temperate climate of his country. “The heat, being 





* St. John Chrysostom, Letters 84, in Patrologia Graeca (PG) 52.652 
(Paris: J.-P. Migne, 1859). 

> Letters 236, PG 52.740. 

+ Ibid. 20, PG 52:623; ibid. 25, PG 52.626; ibid. 52, PG 52.637. 
es - ne Chrysostom, Letters to Olympias 8.124, in Jean Chrysostome, 

: lympias, Sources Chrétiennes (SC) 13 bis (Paris: Les Editions du 

Cerf, 1947), Pp. 139. 

® There are 259 extant letters that St. John wrote in exile, These include 
the 17 letters to St. Olympias mentioned below. 

” Letters 35, PG 52.630. 
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ae _ Thanks to his spiritual zeal, thanks also to the kind attention 
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ing people and houses, we fear the plague which the narrowness 
of the places and the crowd of refugees threaten to engender. 
Furthermore, we have been sick for a long time because of the 
winter and our flight; now we have gone through the most dif- 
ficult part, but we still have traces of it." 

With the greater part of the danger out of the way, St. John 
returned to Cucusus. He stayed there during the winter of 406- 
407. His Letter 17 to St. Olympias, which dates from this time, 
indicates that this was an interlude of calm for him: “In fact, the 
winter was as it is naturally in Armenia. We must not say more, 
but it did not do us great harm.... Do not be sorry that we are 
spending the winter here, for we are in much better spirits and 
much better health than last year....'* Neither the rigor of the 
temperature, nor the solitude of the place, nor the difficulty of 
getting supplies, ... nor any other such thing triumphed over us." 

It was during this time, in all likelihood, that St. John wrote 
the present treatise, On the Providence of God. His Letter 17 to 





'S Ibid, 69, PG 52.646. 
‘+ Letters to Olympias 17.14, 17.14, SC 13 bis, pp. 206-7. 
'S Ibid. 17.4b, SC 13 bis, p. 213. 
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as thus at that time enduring an exile of her own in 
Back tempi wih ch ek depiaion, and 
. Toe acourage his co-sufferer, St. John wrote her many 
etters, together with—as he himself states—two related trea 
_ tises intended to inspire Christians to have faith in God in the 
face of adversity. In Letter 17 to Olympias, the last of his letters 
his spiritual daughter that we possess, St. John expresses him- 

sIf thus: “I have sent you what I have recently written on this” 
pject: that ‘no one can harm him who does not wrong him- 
self The text that | am now sending to Your Excellency fights 
the same fight. Keep constantly comin 
in good health, read it out loud, for j 
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and many priests.” If, as is a mo jes heater alliase mae 
writing of On the Providence of God must have taken place dur- me 
ing the saint's period of exile. Since the winter of 406-407—a et 
time, as we have seen, of relative calm and good health for the | 
saint—was the only interval in which he could have conceivably | 
written this text while in exile, scholars have concluded that the 
present work is the one he mentions in his last extant letter to 
St. Olympias.”” 

It is also, as far as we know, the last treatise of St. John’s 
life. In the fall of 407 St. John received an imperial order to 
leave Cucusus for an even more desolate exile at Pityus, on the 
eastern coast of the Black Sea. His health quickly deteriorated 
en route, in large part due to the cruelty of his military escort. 
Passing by Pontic Comana, St. John and the soldiers lodged at 
a shrine dedicated to St. Basiliscus of Comana, who had been 
martyred a century earlier under Maximian.'* That night the 
holy martyr stood by St. John and said, “Be of good cheer, 
brother! Tomorrow we shall be together.” The next day, St. John 
partook of the Body and Blood of Christ, signed himself with 


the sign of the Cross, and uttered his last prayer in the presence 
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of those who stood by, using his customary formula, “Glory be 





‘7 Anne-Marie Malingrey, introduction to Jean Chrysostome, Sur 
la Providence de Dieu, SC 79, pp. 7-11 (Paris: Les Editions du Cerf, 1961); 
Christopher Alan Hall, “John Chrysostom’s ‘On Providence’: A translation 
and theological interpretation” (Ph.D. dissertation, Drew University, 1991), 
PP. 126-37, 
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Martyr Basiliscus reposed in 308; he is commemorated on March 3 
and May 22. 
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Bive glory to God for everything that had come to Pass. ; 
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o was flogged and thrown into prison for ten mon es 

te at who was scourged on the back, had the skin t9 
from his ribs and breast, and was stretched on megan und Eu- 
tropius the reader, who was tortured with iron nails and torches, 
and soon thereafter died from the wounds. Of the arrested bish- 
ops and clergy, many were sent beyond their native provinces, 
into barbarian climes, where they were kept under armed guard. 
Others were incarcerated, such as Heraclides, Bishop of Ephesus, 
who was held in a prison in Nicomedia for four years.” 

From the beginning of the persecutions, an imperial edict 
had been issued against those laypeople who supported St. John. 
Among its decrees were the following: “Those in high position 
are to be deprived of their official dignities, soldiers are to lose 
their girdles, and the common people are to be heavily fined and 
submit to banishment.” 

Soldiers had been commanded by the emperor to disrupt di- 
vine services held by St. John’s sympathizers, dispersing the faith- 
ful by means of clubs and stones. As the Church historian Sozo- 
men records: “The soldiers, as is usual on such occasions, went 
beyond their orders, and forcibly stripped the women of their 












‘© Palladius, Dialogue on the Life of John Chrysostom, chap. 20, PG 
+7.70~73, trans. Herbert Moore, pp. 174-79. Sozomen the Historian, Ecclesi- 
astical History 8.21-14, PG 67.1570-80 (Paris: J.-P. Migne, 1864), Nicene and 
Post-Nicene Fathers (NPN F) 2, vol. 2 (reprint, Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 
1994), pp. 412-15. 


T Palladius. Dialogue on the Life of John Chrysostom, chap. Il, PG 47.37, 
trans. Herbert Moore, PP. 91-92. 
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most pious Christians in the realm, from bishops to 
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to see their faithfulness vindicated, while others died in seem- 
ing defeat. St. John Chrysostom himself was, of course, counted 
among the latter. However, like St. John the Baptist, who was 
beheaded before he could witness His Lord’s death and Resur- 
rection, or like the prophet Moses, who died in the wilderness 
before reaching the Promised Land, St. Chrysostom rejoiced af- 
ter his death to see God's victory over unrighteousness. 

The vindication of St. Chrysostom and his supporters oc- 
curred three decades after his repose, when his friend and disciple 
St. Proclus, now his successor as archbishop of Constantinople, 
obtained permission from the emperor at the time, Theodosius 
II, to transfer the holy relics of his old master from Comana back 
to Constantinople. As the ship which bore St. John’s body ap- 
proached the mouth of the Bosphorus on the night of January 
27, 438, it was surrounded by countless boats of all sorts, each 
festively adorned with garlands and illuminated with burning 
torches and lamps. When the reliquary was reverently carried 
ashore it was met by the Emperor Theodosius, who, after remov- 
ing his crown, prostrated himself before St. John. Pressing his 
forehead to the reliquary, the emperor implored St. John’s for- 
giveness for the heinous injustices perpetrated against him by the 
emperor's now-deceased parents, Arcadius and Eudoxia. Theo- 

dosius’ supplications were joined by those of his pious sister, St. 
Pulcheria, who had been instrumental in obtaining his permis- 


sion for St. John’s return.” 
a 
** Having greatly supported the Church and crucially defended the 
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h against heresies, St, Pulcheria reposed in 453; she is commemorated on 
September to. 
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ay to Constantinople in 438. Illumination from the 
enologion of Basil II, Constantinople, ca. 1000. 
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The saint’s relics were then enshrined with great honor in 
che Constantinople’s Church of the Twelve Apostles, where the 
city’s founder and first Christian emperor, St. Constantine the 
Great, was interred.** 

It was after his repose that St. John was given the surname 
“Chrysostom,” which means “golden-mouth.” Widely venerated 
as the Church’s greatest orator and interpreter of Holy Scripture, 
he came to be celebrated as one of her “Three Holy Hierarchs,” 


together with Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory the Theologian.* 






We present this English translation of St. John’s treatise On 
the Providence of God at a time when trust in God's providence is 
rapidly on the wane in the Western world. If St. John Chrysostom 
needed to exhort his Constantinopolitan flock to be confident in 
God’s governance of the world, during an era when the Christian 
Faith was upheld and glorified by society as a whole, how much 
more are his exhortations needed today, when the Christian Faith 
is being increasingly marginalized and subjected to mockery, and 
when the very existence of God—not just the ways of His provi- 
dence—is called into question or bitterly denied. 


The unbelief that surrounds us, as if in the air we breathe, 





: ‘+ Bishop Basil of Wichita and Mid-America, foreword to Marriage and 
inginity according to St. John Chrysostom, by Archpriest Josiah B. Trenham 
a Calif: St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, 2013), p. 14. 

a ee oe honors St. John with three feast days each year: November 
bis ¢ reposed on the day of the Exaltation of the Precious and Life- 
“a ing Cross, the commemoration of his repose was transferred to November), 
anuary 27th (the date of the translation of his relics to Constantinople in 438), 


and January 3oth ( 
Basil pa, soth (the date on which he is commemorated together with Sts. 
ast the Great and Gregory the Theologian). 





Reliquary containing the head of St. John Chrysostom, showing his 
incorrupt car. Located at Varopedi Monastery, Mount Athos, Greece. 
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ct us in ways that we are often not aware of. Especially 
when we are beset by unforeseen trials and tribulations, this at- 
mosphere of unbelief can weaken our faith that God is really tak- 
ing care of us with a love that is as infinite as it is unconditional. 
Like St. John’s flock, and in some ways even more than they, we 
stand in need of words of life that will enflame the embers of 
faith within us. May St. John’s words on God's providence— 
born in the crucible of his own suffering—inspire us to abide 
more deeply in the security of being children of the Highest, the 
loving Father of us all. 
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—Abbor Damascene 
St. Herman of Alaska Monastery 
Platina, California 
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A Note on the Text 


HE present translation of St. John Chrysostom’s On the 

Providence of God is based on the critical edition by Anne- 
Marie Malingrey, published in Sources Chrétiennes, vol. 79, 
Paris, 1961. 

Malingrey was able to identify sixty manuscript copies of the 
text, the oldest dating to the tenth century and the greatest num- 
ber of them to the eleventh. In manuscripts from the tenth and 
eleventh centuries, this text was included as a ninth homily of St. 
John Chrysostom’s On the Incomprehensibility of God. Beginning 
with manuscripts from the end of the thirteenth century, it was 
detached from that group of homilies and placed together with 
St. John’s Letters to Olympias. This latter may be regarded as its 
proper chronological place, since, as we have seen, On the Provi- 
dence of God is believed to have been addressed and entrusted to 
St. Olympias and the very end of St. John’s life.’ 

In some manuscripts, On the Providence of God is one con- 
tinuous text, while in others it is divided into twenty-four chap- 
ters with a synopsis at the head of each, as we see in the present 
volume. It is thought that the manuscripts without chapter divi- 
‘tons represent the earliest state of the text, and that the division 


into chapters dance f 
chapters dates from sometime around the year 600. 








see Pp. 15-17 above. 





nie ms OS bey 
‘} NLUDLIStT 
ell 


_ i the Presence of God soeared 


volume work (Eton, 1612) ©: 7 PP. 1-36, of Savile's sh 
the complete works f his ard, ir appeared in Greek and | 
co of St. John edited by Fro = 

16). A.century later, the texr nton du Duc, vol. 5, 


nard de Montfaucon's complete work 


vol. 3 [Utrecht/Antwe Offers the best 


20 


4 
) fi 
Wy 


From our father among the saints John, Archissiop of 
Constantinople, to those who are scandalized Py te tau 
less actions that have occurred and by the persec D8 


leading astray of the people and many pricss; c 
God's providence and His ii rehe 


‘Fite ae | : ts oa niet 
i I . , ‘e i. ’ es . 


iy! 
es 


i 
“aay 














kes a ~ = ie - 
; 7 v| Ee a ae HLS, i te 
“ : “Ruye? paige - se , aint it ." > 
’ ae we i- ' * 
oe rele sce Oe 






eta ae Te ee 
Eats eer 
6) — .* iad e* “44. 
et She Y yt ee? | on + re 
Dyes FE Ne a es tee edi 


apie ae Bae eat 






sick with oe eck tc i iar ae BALM Nas! 
flicted ones themselves, since from far away the /are wi \ | rae if 
provide an opinion. Such is the art of medicine, and such sche at s 
nature of these illnesses. But we, who are earnest to rez yt ae So 
or two but all in the world who have been scandalized, do not 
require anything like that. We do not ask to go into ‘es iaseioe 
one of the sick ones or to find out where they are lying; neither 
do we seek to see the ailing themselves. We do not use instru- 
ments. We do not cause money to be spent by ordering the sick 
to buy what is necessary for their treatment. But even if they are 
unknown to us, even if they have emigrated to the furthest parts 
of the inhabited earth, even if they are in the midst of barbarians, 
even if they lie in the very depth of beggary, even if they are so 
poor that they are in want of indispensable nourishment—none 
of those things prevent us from treating them. But while staying 
in one place, without instruments or drugs or food or drink or 
money or a long journey, we drive out this sickness. 

How and in what way? By preparing the medicine of words, 
which for the sick becomes all these things and better than all we 
have mentioned, It is more nourishing than bread, it restores to 
health better than medicine, and it cauterizes more vigorously 
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Wo it concerns the body, in order to be deliveres 7 
sickness, it is usually of no little importance, und is 

exceedingly important, for a sick man to find out the cause of 

his sickness. By discovering what it is, not only will he pie ase 

leased from the sickness which possesses him, but afterwards he bik 

will not fall into it again, knowing what caused him to fall into — 

it once, and guarding against it. So let us also, first of all, show 

those who suffer from such things where they got the disease of 

scandal from. If they come to know this, and if they are willing to 

pay heed to it scrupulously, they will be delivered not only from Fie 

this sickness but from many others, and not only for the present te 

but perpetually. For the nature of this remedy is such that it both a 


ie the illness at hand and acts as a preventative against other 
Iscases, 





For in this present life, there are not one or two or three 
ngs, but many things, which scandalize the weaker ones. Our 
‘reatise promises to free the captives from all those things—pro- 


le they are willing, as I said earlier, to understand and pay | 
ced to whar is said, 3 


thi 





IC ie | oil force or by ert, ora g | 
| om his accepting divine teachi aie 


ne sed ee aicre from this teaching than from the t es 
-of events. For we must have confidence that the decree ¢ 


no i 
wih atts 


God is ism ore trustworthy than that which is visible. For 


a on Rese sare, even more serious punishment awaits the un 


rected who, although they have received the Scriptures, hz a : 
"reaped the fruits from them that they should have. Therefore, if 


__ order that they not undergo that punishment, come then, let 


__ engage in their correction, first making known the cause 0 th 
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THAT IT IS PRECARIOUS AND FULL OF MADNESS 
TO INVESTIGATE AND BE INQUISITIVE ABOUT THE 
INEFFABLE WISDOM OF GOD. 


AY 7HArT then, is the cause of such a sickness? It is an in- 

quisitive and curious mind, it is wanting to know all the 
causes of everything that happens, it is questioning the incom- 
prehensible and unspeakable providence of God, and it is shame- 
lessly investigating and being inquisitive about that which is lim- 
itless and unsearchable. 

Indeed, who was wiser than Paul? For, tell me, was he not a 
chosen vessel (Acts 9:15)? Did he not acquire the abundant and 
ineffable grace of the Spirit? Did he not have Christ speaking 
in him? Did he not partake of the unutterable words of God? 
Did not he alone hear that which it is not lawful for any man to 
speak? Was he not snatched up into Paradise? Was he not carried 
up to the third heaven? Did he not compass the earth and sea? 
Did he not persuade uncivilized people to follow Christ? Did 
he not possess many and various powers of the Spirit? Did he 
not bring entire peoples and cities into harmony? Did not God 
place the whole world into his hands? But, nevertheless, such a 
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CHAPTER 2 


d the benefit of so much, when he fell into scru- 
‘inizing the providence of God—and not His entire providence 
but only a portion of it—listen to how he was astounded, how 
e dizzy, how he swiftly turned away, yielding before the 


spiritual, who ha 


he becam 


incomprehensible. 
He was not contemplating how God provides for the angels 


and archangels, the cherubim and seraphim and the other invis- 
ible powers, the sun and the moon, heaven and the earth and 
the sea, the whole race of man, the animals, the plants, the seeds, 
the grasses, the mists, the winds, the springs, the rivers, as well as 
their natural generation, growth and sustenance, or other such 
chings. But in considering only one portion of God's providence, 
regarding the Jews and the Greeks—since Paul gave a whole dis- 
course about this, demonstrating how God called those from 
among the nations, how He rejected those from among the Jews, 
and how He mercifully bought about the salvation of each—lis- 
ten to what Paul says. Beholding a yawning open sea and in it 
this one portion, and wanting to peer into the depth of God's 
providence regarding it, as if possessed by a certain dizziness be- 
tore the ineffability of God’s economy, amazed and astonished 
at the unspeakableness, the limitlessness, the ineffabiliry, and the 
incomprehensibility of the wisdom and providence of God, he 


turned away . r 
ay and with great amazement cried out, uttering these 


words: 
| = S: 08 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowl- 
cage of God! (Rom. 11:33). : 


[hen rj 
, Showing that although he saw the depth, he was not 


added: How unsearchable are His judg- 
past finding out! (Rom. 11:33). He did not 


“incomprehencihle” 
Prehensible,.” bur also: unsearchable are His 
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His peace surpasses all i g—noconlym pas es 
d not only Paul's and Peter's, but even that 


else's, an Meee ek, 
pre themselves and the powers on high—then, cell at 
me, what sort of excuse will you have, what sa che ees rand 
submitted yourself to such madness and folly, bigest aici ny 
prehend that which is unsearchable and demanding a reckoning 
regarding all the providence of God? 
For, if Paul, who had the benefit of so much knowledge, who | 
thus possessed an extraordinary confidence and was filled with so 
many spiritual gifts, drew back and gave up his search for knowl- 
edge (and not only could he not find it, but he could not even be- 
gin to inquire after it, since this is not possible), then how could 
one who goes by a path contrary to Paul’s not be the most pitiful 
of all, and struck by the most severe madness? Paul did not say 
only this, but writing to the Corinthians about knowledge, and 
showing that even if we have learned a great deal, we still have a 
small—and even the very smallest—measure of knowledge, he 
spoke in this way: [fany man thinketh that he knoweth anything, 
he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know (1 Cor. 8:2). Then, in- 


dicating that our knowledge is greatly deficient, that the greater 
part is held in store for the time to co 


but little now, he went on to say: We 
Prophesy in part. But when that which 
which Sin part shall be done away (1 

And he did not stop there, bur 








me, and that we are given 

know now in part, and we 

is perfect is come, then that 

Cor. 13:9-10), 

dune wanting to show how great 
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CHAPTER 3 


Z 


THaT THE DIVINITY IS INAPPREHENSIBLE NOT 
ONLY TO US BUT TO THE POWERS ABOVE, 


o when you conceive of the seraphim flying around oh 
and exalted throne, projecting their wings to block thei 


eyes and cover their feet, their backs, and their faces, and uttering 


acry full of amazement (cf. Is. 6:1-2)—do not suppose that thi 
have feathers and feet and wings. For these powers are in visib 
Bur through these images, consider the unapproachablen es nc 
incomprehensibiliry of Him Who sits upon the throne. Ti 1 


2 ta 


yet He consents to lower Himself; for He did not appear then i 

the way that He is. God does not sit, nor is He encompaaaa 

throne or enclosed by a place. But even if He was seated ait ; 

tng ona throne, with the angels lying around—all of w hia 
signs of condescension, since He does not really sic the v 
aed Rather, being unable to bear the b illia 
their wings ; ee ea ley blocking their eyes by proj zs a 
not slink ieee fi that proclaims His holiness. Will 
away and sink into the ground and hide, you who wi 
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: wish to pry into the providence of God, WR 






















CHAPTER 3 


power is ineffable, inexpressible, and inapprehensible by the 


owers above? 
All chat belongs to Him is manifest with precision only 


to the Son and to the Holy Spirit—to no one else. And this is 
adicated on the one hand by John the Evangelist, and on the 
other hand by the apostle Paul. The Son of Thunder, who was 
exceedingly beloved by Christ (cf. Mark 3:17; John 21:7)—this 
mark of distinction being a testimony to his great virtue—and 
who enjoyed such boldness that he reclined against His breast 
(cf. John 13:25, 21:20), spoke thus: No man hath seen God at any 
time—and to see means to know. The only begotten Son, Who 
is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him (John 1:18). 
And Christ Himself made this clear of old, when He spoke to 
the Hebrew people and said: Not that any man hath seen the 
Father, save He Who is of God; He hath seen the Father (John 
6:46). 

The chosen vessel, having come to speak of God's economy 
and the ineffable things that he had learned, and wishing to tell 
tully how he had come to know them, speaks in this way: But 
we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wis- 
dom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory, which 
none of the princes of this world knew; for had they known it, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But as it is written, Eye 
bath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 
of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love 
sale (1 Cor. 2:7~9). How have we come to know this, O Paul? 
Who revealed, who made clear these things that are unseen and 
unheard of and have not entered into the heart of man? Tell and 


Show us who provided us such knowledge. God, he says, hath 





<i as i ¥ Ye 3} ‘ 
5 yd => - 7 ia oe... Fs -- 
y ee a) ap eee 
ns. Sees erie ee 
elt ote tiie : 


ag 


ree. 





at et Ce 49 EX 
i ae SF oe » ie 3% 
one pe ae il < q Aes r " wy 
704 \) engat a ‘ 






oth am >: 4 es aie J 






4 
rt is 4 








ae “ @. a ry ¥ t as Se: ‘ _ 
_ Therefore, by saying: Even so no one knoweth the thip 
od, but the Spirit of God, he excluded from this precise kr 





a" Ps 






“ 
wees aA o” ; 
sage not only man but all the creatures above. A certai 

rord thus advises: Seek not out the things that are too hart a 

thee, neither search the things that are above thy strength. Bus 






s i 
b 


1s commanded thee, th 
things are shown unto 






a ) 
IQ) 
nae 


rr 
y ry a 
© OL 






when he said: 


if thou didst eceit 
ecetved it? (1 Cor. 


is “ontentiousness, and hold | 





+4 


ie (a ee 





wr ~S Fi 
+ 3 ¥ gh es é 
oon ae. mer 
ee : ss 5 : TAY WrITL 
AT THE PROPHET MOSES DID AWAY WITH | 
ie ; na 


-_GEROUS INQUISITIVENESS BY A SINGLE STATEMI 
real at; ~ a 
ibe AT THE BEGINNING OF THE BIBLE. 













A ade 
4 , 
; 










“wae 
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good (Gen. 1:4), and likewise for each thing. Then, soasnotto 
draw out his discourse by mentioning everything by name, he 


‘ In previous works St. John Chrysostom had expounded on how, 
through man’s fall in Paradise, the whole visible creation had become “cor- 
tupuble” and man had been subjected to suffering, sickness, and death. Thus, 
tor example, in his Homilies on Romans the saint taught: “What is the mean- 
ing of the creation was made subject to futility (Rom. 8:20)? That it became cor- 
Cupuble. For what cause, and on what account? On account of you, O man. 
For since you took a body mortal and subject to suffering, so also the earth 
‘eccived a curse, and brought forth thorns and thistles” (Homilies on Romans 
14, PG 60.5304). Since, however, in the present work St. John is arguing for 
the goodness of God's creation against those who would deny it, he does nor 
divert his discourse into an explanation of how man and the world became 
“orrupuble; rather, he boldly launches into a defense of God's goodness as it 
\s ‘cen in the creation even in its fallen, corruptible state. In the same way, St. 
John goes on to demonstrate how God's goodness is seen in His allo wing man 
‘© undergo sickness, death, and corruption—bur without lingering on how 
these things came about through the fall (see pp. 51, 64-65, 68-69 below). 
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Therefore, since you have such testimony of their excel- 
lence, do not be inquisitive, and do not pry custously into aa 
ated things. If you are not satisfied by hissy bapwis 
to enter into an investigation of created things, only throwing 
yourself into the violent narrows and swells of thoughts that pro- 
duce a great storm, you will not learn any more, but will create 
for yourself a painful shipwreck. Not only will you not be able 
to discover all the inner principles of each created thing, but you 
will also find fault with many of the things which now seem to 
you to be good, if you use your ill-judging mind. 

The mind of men is so weak that it often goes around in op- 
posite directions, and many men are diametrically opposed to 
each other in their appraisal of the creation. The Greeks, admir- 
ing it more than is proper, and transcending due measure, con- 
sidered it to be divine. On the other hand, among the Manichae- 
ans and other heretics, some said that it was not the work of a 
good god, while others, cutting off one part of it, designated it as 
Spontaneous matter and judged it to be unworthy of the creative 
work of God. Thus, as I have said before, if someone uses reason 
and his ill-judging mind, he will even find fault with much of 
what is considered to be good. 

Whar do you think is more beautiful than the sun? And yet, 
sending out excessively hot rays, this bright and delightful star 
damages feeble eyes, burns up the earth, produces fevers, often 
dries up the fruits of the earth, rendering them unusable, makes 
trees barren, and causes part of the world to be uninhabitable 
fo us. Tell me, what then? Shall we bring the sun into discredit 

because of this? Certainly nor. But, let us allow these reason- 
‘Ngs and their clamor to be at rest, and lay hold of that rock, the 










ssage that says Ail Gil St OUR PEAS = 
and, behold, it was very good (Gen. 1:31), seeing th Re ear he i } a 
have just enumerated are also very good and beneficial. As Tsaid_ 
earlier, we MUST continually return co this Passage and say, rset 
everything that God made is very good.” 
But is living in luxury and laughter and abiding in pleasure 

good? Listen to Solomon, who having gone through every sort 
of pleasure, says: It is better to go to the house of mourning than to 
go to the banquet house (Eccles. 7:2). But (since we must deal with 
the thinking of our opponents) is the night bad?* Indeed, ir is a 
rest from toil, a relief from cares, an abatement of sicknesses, and 
not a little respite from fears and dangers. It renews the body, 
invigorates the intelligence, and gives rest to exhausted flesh. But 
is sickness a bad thing? For whar, then, was Lazarus crowned? 
And poverty? For what was Job held in high esteem? And con- 
tinual afflictions one after another? For what were the apostles 
extolled? Whar sort of road is it that leads to life? Is it not strait 
and narrow (cf. Matt. 7:13~14)? Therefore, do not say: “Why is 

this? What is the purpose of this?” Rather, regarding that which 

God has created and God's economy, before the God Who made 

you, keep the silence that is kept by the clay before the porter. 
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* St. John was evidently referring here to the above-mentioned Man- 
di ichaeans as his opponents, Manichaeism was based on a purported cosmic 
ia conflict between a good, spiritual world of light, and an evil, material world of 
darkness. In the Manichaean worldview, God was powerful but not omnipo- 
fent; He took no role in forming the creation, which was rather the result of 
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heart is turned about; My repentance is utterly ‘ aa : Easy : hee 

(Hosea 11:8). What this means is that God says: “‘Tcould noteven” ms 

bear a threatening word.” He speaks in a human way, not so that 

you will get an idea of something human—far from it—but so that 

on the basis of the earthly manner of speaking, you will conceive 

ofa love which is genuine, everlasting, and worthy of God. Just 

as when one is madly in love with someone, he goes so far as to 

choose his words so as not to grieve his beloved, so the Lord says: 

Since I’ve just spoken and grieved you by My words, My heart is 

turned about (Hosea 11:8). He does not refrain from introducing 

highly powerful images in order to show His love, which is espe- 

cially characteristic of one who loves. 

And He does not stop there but again goes further and 

brings in another, more profound illustration, saying: As a 
bridegroom rejoices over a bride, so will the Lord rejoice over thee 

(Is. 62:5)—since lovers are particularly more fervent in the be- 

ginning. He speaks in such a way not in order that you get an 
idea of something human—I will not stop repeating this—but 
so that from this you will perceive the fervor, the genuineness, 
the strength, and the fire of His love. Then, having said that He 
loves like a father and more than a father, like a mother and more 
than a mother, like a bridegroom and more than a bridegroom, 
as much as the distance from heaven to the earth and more than 
that, and as far as the east is from the west and more than that, 
He does not stop the comparisons there, but goes further and 
sets forth a much more humble analogy. After Jonah’s flight and 
God's reconciliation with the Ninevites, Jonah was disconcerted 
that his threats had not been fulfilled; and feeling a human emo- 


‘lon, he was of a sad countenance. God ordered the rays of the 
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Consider, then. He presented the father, th 
the bridegroom, the interval berween | n and earth, the 
distance from east to west, the gardener who toils ov Fi : 
plants, the architect of things to come, the impetuous lover 
who is troubled if he grieves his beloved alee And © 
He showed by all of these that the pina eee 
OY ee by sh ee 



















chat is, they were amazed at the multitude ibe 
the arrangement, the usefulness, the diversit pepe 
brilliance, the harmony, and everything else, which th 
more precisely than we do. ees Gee 
Not only did He embellish the creation with stars, ee 
adorned it with the sun and the moon, in each case providing you | 
with great delight, as well as with great service. What is more fit- ae 
cing than the sky? First, it shines brightly beneath the rays of the 
sun; then, as if in a few glances of the eye, it illumines the earth 
with the infinite multitude of stars, giving sailors and wayfarers 
guides to lead them. He who ploughs the sea, sitting at the helm, 
in the face of the blasts of the waves, the force of undisciplined 
waters, and the rush of violent winds, in the dark of a moonless 
night, entrusts himself with confidence to guidance from the sky. 
And the star, resting aloft, as if it were near and close at hand, 
leads with precision the man sitting at so great a distance and 
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iN I have said, for those who are right-minded, Go d 
larations will suffice. But since some people are we 
hard to direct, self-willed, and utterly carnal, come, ers 
make known God's providence through His works the Be 
much as we are able to do So. For it is not ¢asy to presen E i 
or rather, even the smallest part of it. Infinite and beyo ids | 
it shines through little things and great things things ae 
things invisible. But to begin with, we will ; a 
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ation for no one else bur for “nd altogether harmonious ¢ _ with assurance, indicating favorable times, so that at times they 
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being sustenance and ae ful, and in every way profitable into the open sea with confidence, so that they do not, on ac- 
and a suitable Path to the kn 7 the body, wisdom for the soul count of the uncertainty of the future, unexpectedly fall upon a 
fee owledge of God—He ¢ it stormy day and endure shipwreck. 
€ angels did nor } Not only do the stars perfectly delineate the years’ duration 
eee need a P y 
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sea, every mountain, the valleys and the hills, a ‘the whole sky, 
stripping off from things visible the vesture of the night and dis- 
playing them naked before our eyes? es ss 

How could one not be struck with ai ion at the sun's 
course, its orderly movement, its invariable and unhindered ser- 
vice in so many yearly cycles, its continually blossoming beauty, 
its brilliance of light, its splendor, its purity, which comes into 
contact with so many bodies but is nor at all defiled? And, in 
addition, at its indescribable usefulness for seeds, for plants, for 
men, for beasts, for fish, for mists, for stones, for grass, for the 
earth, the sea, and the air—in a word, for all things visible? Ev- 
erything needs the sun and benefits from its operations and be- 
comes more fit by partaking of it, not only animals and plants 
but also waters and marshes and springs and rivers and the very 
nature of the air, which becomes rarefied and purified and more 
transparent. 

Therefore, wanting to indicate the sun's beauty, its continuous 
brightness, the time when it is at its height, its never-failing bril- 
liance, its comeliness, its beauty of form, its unimpeded service, 
the Psalmist said: In the sun hath He set His tabernacle, thats, in 
the heavens themselves. He said this speaking of the tabernacle of 
God. And He, like a bridegroom coming forth from his chamber. 
Then, indicating the ease of its service, he went on to say: He 
will rejoice like a giant to run his course (Ps. 18:5-6). Then, chat it 
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Pe the earth the beasts, the creeping things, and the birds ¢ 
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earth and from the uninhabited, from the 
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from sickness and health, from our limbs, 
day and the night, beara Sire EN 
fa the constitution of the soul, from aie carer ead from ‘the 
skill which in the arts has been given no he race oe Pa 
-s of the animals and plants and other creatures thar 


serve us, from the smallest and most insignificant living chings. 
For what is more trifling or less attractive than a bee? And what 


is more insignificant than ants and grasshoppers? But they too 
speak clearly of the providence and power and wisdom of God. 

For that reason, the Prophet, who was deemed so worthy of 
che Spirit, having enumerated the whole of creation and recount- 
ed a few details, cried out with great amazement these marvel- 
ous words: How magnified are Thy works, O Lord! In wisdom hast 
Thou made them all (Ps. 103:24). 

And all that for you, O man! Truly the winds are also for 
you'—for we are going back again to the beginning of our dis- 
course—to fan worn-out bodies, to purge away the defilement 
from mud and the heaviness caused by smoke and furnaces and 
other exhalations, to attenuate the heat of the sun’s rays, to re- 
lieve the stifling heat, to make seeds grow, to strengthen plants, 
o travel together with you at sea and to be servants of agricul- 
ture for you on land—in the first place, conveying ships more 
swiftly than arrows and making the voyage easy and convenient, 
and in the second place, clearing off the threshing floor with you, 
*‘parating the chaff from the grain, and lightening the hardship 
of the work—to make the air light and gentle for you, co give you 


Se 
' On the usefulness of the winds, see also St. John Chrysostom, Com- 


hiteaees on the Psalms, Psalm 134 (135), PG $5.391, trans. Robert Charles Hill, 
Comme ntary on the Psalms, vol. 2 (Brookline, Mass.: Holy Cross Orthodox 
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each; if we but closely examine the differences Lain ates 
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the same with the fishes; and if from there we pee 2 a as 
plants, which grow everywhere on the earth, and if for eae 
them we look at its fruit and its usefulness and ve fragran 2 ri 
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He who departs this life is in no Wi ied 
and he who lives on gains a great deal from i 
imself from the death of another's body. 

meone who yesterday and the day be- 


fore was walking along with him now dissolved into worms — 
putrefaction and ashes and dust—even if he has the mad pride 
of the devil—he cowers with fear, he is sobered, he restrains him- 
self, he learns to exercise himself in virtue, and he establishes in 
his mind the mother of good things, humility. And neither is he 
chat passes away harmed in any way by it, for he will receive that 
unfading, incorruptible body; and he that is still in the arena de- 
rives the greatest benefit from that which does not harm the oth- 
et. Death was introduced into our life as an exceptional teacher 
of virtue: it moderates one’s thinking, bridles the passions of the 
soul, calms the waves, and produces stillness.’ 

Therefore, knowing from what has been said, as well as from 
many other things, that the providence of God shines forth more 
plainly than the light of this world, do not waste your efforts on 
what is superfluous, and do not pursue that which is unattain- 
able, scrutinizing the causes of everything. For even existence it- 
self has been granted to us out of His goodness, since He has no 
need for our service. And we must honor and worship Him, not 
Only because He made us, or because He bestowed upon us an 
‘corporeal and rational soul, or because He made us superior to 


a 
ays death as a teacher of virtue, temperance, and humility, sce also St. 
trans, R ve Commentary on the Psalms, Psalm 110 (111), PG 55.280—81, 
% 2 ert ©. Hill, Commentary on the Psalms, vol. 2, pp- 37-38; and Hone- 
“on Genesis 17.9, PG 53.146—47, Fathers of the Church, vol. 74, Homily 
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only by instruction from the creation: since on accc wail 7 
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death, a death for the — Se 
e was crucified upon a AI ‘ 
oie on the side of the head, and ridiculed: Fie pre 
out of charity, and seals were placed upon his tomb. And He sesh 
mitted to all these things for your sake and out of care for you— 
in order to abolish the tyranny of sin, to raze to the ground the 
citadel of the devil, to cut asunder the sinews of death, sis: cd 
to us the gates of heaven, to do away with the curse, and sles 
nul the former condemnation—so that you would learn patient 


endurance, so that you would be taught perseverance, so that 
nothing of this present life would cause you grief: neither death, 
nor assault, nor abuse, nor m , nor the lash, nor the plots 
of your enemies, nor ill treatment, nor attacks, nor false accusa- 
tions, nor evil suspicions, nor anything of the sort. 

For He Himself also went through all those things and 
shared in them with you. And He prevailed over them exceed- 
ingly, instructing and teaching you not to be afraid of any such 
things. And that alone was not sufficient, but after He ise up 
into heaven He freely bestowed the ineffable grace of the ole | 
Spirit and sent the apostles to be in His service. And seeing 
these heralds of life undergoing countless evils, flogged. insulted, 
thrown into the sea, tortured by hunger and thirst, in distress 
cach and every day, living together with death day after day, He 
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many doctors have killed a great number of patients by p | : aE a pa 
ing these procedures). We yield to him very submissively when | é ries 
he does these things, just as we do with a seaman, a builder, and _ age Tes 
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| mean that it is ridiculous to think that someone without 
knowledge and without experience would ask the Artisan the - 
reasons for everything that He brings about, that he would be in- 
quisitive about this unspeakable, unutterable, inexpressible, and 
incomprehensible Wisdom, and that he would inquire into why 
such and such has come to be, knowing clearly that this Wisdom Se Sy 
is infallible, thar His goodness is great, that His providence “ik ers 
indescribable, and that everything that comes to us from Him 
's completely to our benefir—provided our own +HOue do not 
interfere—since He does not want anyone to perish, gut anne 
wants to save them (cf. 2 Peter 3:9)- How is 1¢ nor exceeding fo re 
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or if the farmer waits the wh ises of God, they were not scandalized, they were not thrown 
into confusion, they were not troubled. Rather, they submitted 
themselves to God’s incomprehensible providence, not being 
scandalized by adverse events. Knowing the resourcefulness and 
inventiveness of His wisdom, they waited for the end. Moreover, 
everything that was done to them before the end they endured 
with thankfulness, and they continued to glorify the God Who 
allowed these things to take place. 
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of the promise to be worthy of crust—and nae ae Lae aes 
the power of the One Who had made the pas iapaasarh ah 
inquire into how and in what manner these things w cai aa Ge 
why it was not in his youth but in his old age, late, and in ? 
evening of his life. | 
For that reason Paul also extolled him with a clear voice, say- 
ing: Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the 
father of many nations (Rom. 4:18). What does against hope ... 
hope mean? Contrary to human hope, by the hope which belongs 
to God, which triumphs over all things, which can accomplish 
all things, which surpasses all things. And he believed that he 
would be not only a father, but also a father of such a great num- 
ber of nations—he who was an old man and childless, he who 
had a barren and aged wife. He believed according to what had 
been told him: So shall thy seed be. And being not weak in faith, he 
Considered not his own body now dead, when he was about a hun- 
dred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah’s womb. He stag- 
Sered not at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strong 7 
faith, giving glory to God, and being fully persuaded that what ine 
had promised He was able also to perform (Rom. 4:18-21) abe 
means: Having risen above human weakness and freed panel 
from it ar once, having soared aloft co the height of Him o 
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And yet that righteous man was not scandalized, h : was n¢ a 
thrown into confusion, he was not affected in the way that: ome- a 
one who is without understanding and is dragged d ov n to the 
earth would likely be. He did not say to himself: “What. sth a 
Was I deceived? Was I misled? Is this a command of G:  Cer- 
tainly not! I do not believe it. It is not right for me to beco 
murderer of children and redden my right hand with such blood. 
And how will the promise be fulfilled? If I destroy the root, 
where will the branches come from, where will the fruits come 
from? If | bury the spring, where will the rivers come from? IfT 
slaughter my son, where will the multitude of my descendants 
“qual to the number of the stars come from? How then did He 
Promise one thing and now He commands something contrary 
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For this reason Moses, admiring him, said: And it came 
a pass after these things that God tempted Abraham and said 
a him ..., Take thy son, thy beloved one, whom thou hast | oved. 


Isaac ...; and offer him ... on one of the mountains which Iu 
tell thee of (Gen, 22:1-2). Are these the words of the prom 
the words of the pledge, the words saying that he would be ch 
father of a multitude of descendants and that his seed. wou 
be as the stars of heaven? See how after these words, hav: 
heard that he should slaughter his son, he consented to cilll a 
Sacrifice him through whom was going to come such a mul 
tude, to take him away and offer him as a sacrificial victim 

‘who also admired him, extolled him agai 
Saying: By faith Abraham, whey he was tried, offered up [sa 
Then, showing whar a Breat deed he accomplished, and ho 


much faith jr displayed, he added: And he that had received 
promises offered up his only begotten son (Heb. 31 17) 
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Abraham offering up Isaac. 
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own deadness or by the natural incapacity of his “i i » th 
same way, it was not hindered by death: ia 
Therefore, compare these events with those 
place now, and you will see your faintheartedn and 
estate of those who are scandalized. You will clear yu nder 
that scandal does not arise in you from any other sour oe 
from not yielding to God's incomprehensible provid e, bt 
ways seeking out the manner of Gods dispensation, den vane 
to know the cause of events, and inquiring curiously into 

single thing. " 
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‘ | have been impaired. But he was not inquisitive, and t a 
bei ____ Shone forth with radiance, and he attained all that hz d beer 
pORare Gack atti _ nounced. He was not scandalized either by his advanced y 
or by the order he was given later. He did not consider the ¢ 
mand to be an impediment to the promise, nor thar the sa ri 
would make the promise void. He did nor despair of che f r 
ise, even though he came to the point of accomplishing the af 
Do not tell me that God did not allow the command 0 | De 
tied out, that He did nor allow the right hand of the rightec 
one to be stained with blood. 
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In the first place, a grievous war was stirred up re : 
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breaking asunder the bonds of brotherly love itself, and ee Sf 
shaking the laws of nature, as a result of these dreams oa 
enemies, adversaries, and more savage than wolves towar 


brother. Like wild and savage beasts that seize a lamb roger ee 
The source of this 


Seething 


they were conspiring against him every day. 
War was irrational jealousy and unrighteous malice. 
' In his Homilies on Genesis, St. John Chrysostom 2 te at 
ham’s sacrifice of Isaac was “completed” as far as it depended yee all the 
will, although God prevented it from actually occurring: But Sees 
tasks of a dutiful attirude had been completed and noKuye a oy ordering 
done, then the good Lord showed that it was not His aie be revealed; 
this ritual thar the boy be sacrificed but thar the paraguah Hes and by 
and so He commended the good man for his incense an f His characteristic 
taking the sacrifice as completed He then gave ores 87, Homily 47:11 
love” (Homily 473, PG 64.431, Fachers of the Church, 
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brothers (cf, Gen. 37:22-24). Greek icon by Theodo ula 
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series of scenes from the life of Joseph, 1677 
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over them but having become their slave and undergoing meee 
that were diametrically opposed to the promises. Not only ate | 
not attain a kingdom, but he was deprived of his homeland and | 
his freedom and the sight of his parents. epginitattiee 
And neither did his struggles stop there, but another, deeper 

pit opened up, which again entailed death and slaughter: an 1g- 
nominious death and a slaughter full of shame. The mistress os 

the house looked upon him with wicked eyes, being captured by 

the beauty of the youth and overpowered by his splendid appear : 
ance, and she too devised stratagems and plots. Having spread 

out the nets of licentiousness from every side, she waited every 

day for the opportunity to catch the youth in her own net, tO 
throw him into the pit of adultery and hand him over 0 even 

- death. Spurred on by her passion and her RAEN 
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through with great case, like an eagle spreading its lofty 
Having taken off his clothes and left them behind in her in 
perate hands, he went away stripped of his clothes, but i ‘h 
covering of chastity more splendid than even a purpl 
‘Then she sharpened her sword again, and dearkiea . é 
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Nevertheless, he was not thrown ae ade oe ae 
shese chings- While the chief cupbeaty | i T s coe | 
caoh, was set free, Joseph remained in prison : mye cp i 
ing the most severe penalty for things for whic a M et 
been crowned and acclaimed. Yet he was not troubice, ee rt 
“What is this? Why is this? I, who. 


scandalized, he did not say: 


was to reign over my brothers, 


have been deprived not only of this 
honor, but also of my homeland, my home, and my parents, and I 
was dispatched by those who were to bow down before me. Then, 
after the attack, I was sold and became a slave to barbarians, and 
I passed from one master to the next. And my sufferings did not 
end there, but on every side there have been chasms and rocky 
cliffs. For, after my brothers’ plot, the attack, and my servitude— 
both the first and the second—again I was threatened with death, 
a false accusation more grievous than the first, a plot, an attack, a 
corrupt tribunal, and a greatly shameful charge that brings with 
itdeath. Without having the opportunity to speak, I was simply 
carried off to prison without ceremony, and I am in chains along 
With adulterers and murderers and those that have dared to com= 
mit the most wicked acts. The chief cup-bearer was set free both 
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the benefit of an amnesty along with him. His dream has been 
fulfilled for him, in accordance with my interpretation of ic, while 
‘am in the midst of pernicious evils. Are these the things that 
"NY Visions foretold? Are they the number of stars? Are they the 
sheaves? Where are the things that were announced? Loe 
ae things that were promised? Have [been deceived? Have I been : 
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CHAPTER 13 


THAT THE VIGILANT ARE NOT HARMED OR 
DALIZED BY ANYTHING. 
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wonders, certain marvels? By no means. Instead, he Dring up 
che Cross, saying: God so loved the world feat He gave ies 0 ly 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life (John 3:16). And again, Paul says: He 
Who spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? (Rom: 
8:32). And when he is advocating humility, it is on this basis 
that he constructs his exhortation, saying: Jf there be ... si 
consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of 
the Spirit, if any tenderness and mercies, fulfil ye my Joy, that 
ye be like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of 
one mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but 
in lowliness of mind let each esteem the other better than bimself 
(Phil. 2:13). Then, bringing forward his counsel, he ar — 
this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, Who, being 
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but 
made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him ia ofa 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men. And ie 
the fashion of a man, He humbled Himself and became 0 
unto death, even the death of the Cross (Phil. 235-8) } 
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pin ae docs appointed to this mean? Just as market 
goods are made to be sold, so also the apostolic life is designed co 
be reviled, to undergo evils, to never enjoy a respite, to never have 
a cessation of arms. And not only are those who are vigilant not 
harmed as a result, bur they derive even greater probit. Thus, af- 
ter learning that they had stood firm with nobility, Paul admired — 
them. And concerning others he said chat, after his fetters and 
his chains, they had more boldness to fearlessly speak che word. 
Tell me, what about in the time of Moses? In the midst 


of a barbarian land, did not God allow magicians to display 
their skills? Does not Paul recall this story? Now as Jaume’ and 
Jambres withstood Moses, he says, 50 do these also resist the sruth 
(2 Tim. 3:8). Thus, there has never been a lack of either ae, 
bling blocks or those who have been crowned of their earn 
Therefore, reflect on these things, and not only on them, ; 


also on how much profit has resulted from what me for these © | 
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f the i 1: ing furnace, a dye house of virtue. Just as leather-dressers, raking 
a ee Ae ie: the hides, first work them, stretch them, strike them, dash them 
against walls and stones, and by countless other treatments make 
them fit to receive the dye—and thus they impart to them a 
P ped color; just as goldsmiths, by putting the gold into the fire, 
deliver it over to the trial of the furnace, in order to make It ex 
‘eedingly pure; just as teachers at the wrestling school train the 
contestants with a great deal of hard work, attacking them more 
miolently than their opponents, so that by exercise their whole 
bodies will be set aright, and they will be ready for the contest 
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“ven those who have not yet embraced the teaching o! 
| Christianity also profit greatly from these trials, if they are 
vigilant. Indeed, consider what great admiration people both 
then and now have accorded these astounding champions, see~ 
ing them being wronged, reviled, imprisoned, abused, plotted 
against, beheaded, burned, and drowned in the sea, and not 
yielding in the face of any of these sufferings. And so, not only do 
the events cause no scandal for those who are vigilant, bue chey 
“fe an Occasion for even greater instruction. 
| It was for this cube ie Paul heard the words: My strength 
s made perfect in weakness (2 Cor. 12:9). This can be found ¥ 
both the Old and the New Testaments. Consi what 0) 
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Do not tell me about the offscourings of those without under- 
standing, who are lazy, utterly carnal, and lighter than leaves. For 
they suffer defeat in the face of not only these things, but almost 
everything that comes to pass, just as the Jewish people were 
equally dissatisfied, whether they were eating manna OF bread, 
whether they were in Egypt or had been delivered from Egypt 
and whether Moses was present or had departed. 
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Rather, going even further, we see him carried off to prison again, 
fettered, living in squalor, and wasting away there a long time. 
And especially on account of these things, we marvel at him 
again, we call him blessed, we are amazed, and we praise him. If 
someone is chaste, then by reflecting on Joseph he will become 
even more chaste. And if he is intemperate, then the story will 
move him quickly towards chastity, and he will be made better 
by ir. 
Therefore, in considering all these things, do not be thrown 
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THAT THE THINGS THAT ARE TAKING PLACE AREA 
GREAT SIGN OF THE GOOD REPUTE OF THE CHURCH; 
AND MANY HAVE PROFITED FROM THEM. 


HESE events can be seen as a great sign of the Church's 

wealth of achievements and of its courage. For, when that 
evil demon saw the Church blooming, held in esteem, raised up 
ina short period of time, and displaying great zeal; when he saw 
the progress toward the better of those who were already of good 
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4id not teach everyone in the same way that it now instructs 
the whole world—to be steadfast, to practice self-restraint, to 


endure trials, to display patient endurance, to despise the things 
of this world, to regard riches as nothing, to laugh at honor, to 
show contempt for death, to despise life, to disregard homeland, 
relatives, friends, and kinsfolk, to prepare oneself for all sorts of 
persecution, to leap onto swords, to consider all the magnificent 

things of this life—I mean, honor, glory, power, and luxury—to 

be more insignificant than spring flowers. 

And these things are being taught not only by one man or 
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but by the deeds through which they suffer, through which they 
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AINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, 
Archbishop of Constantinople 
(ca. 347-407), is revered as the 
Church's greatest homilist and 
interpreter of Holy Scripture. The 
present treatise, On the Providence of 
God, was his last work, written at the 
very end of his life, when he was in 
exile in the mountains of Armenia. 
He wrote this work to encourage 
his faithful flock in Constantinople 
and elsewhere, who were in distress 
due to his unjust banishment and the 
political intrigue and persecutions 
surrounding it. It is believed that he 
sent it to his spiritual daughter St. 
Olympias along with his last letter St. John Chrysostom 
to her, asking her to “keep constantly 
coming back to it” as a source of spiritual strength amidst her own persecution. 
In reading On the Providence of God, one marvels at how powerfully the 
author was able to afirm God's goodness and love amidst the uncertain and 
ignominious circumstances in which he then found himself. Again and again, 
St. John exhorted his beleaguered flock to patiently wait for the outcome of events, 
as had the righteous ones in the Old and New Testaments. He brought forth 
as examples Job, Abraham, Joseph, King David, the Three Holy Youths, John 
the Baptist, Protomartyr Stephen, and many others, all of whom exhibited 
unwavering faith when, on the face of things, it looked as if all were lost 
St. John’s meditations on God's loving care for the world were the fruit of his 
entire life, which he had lived in devotion to His Master Christ—and especially 
of his final years, when that devotion, more than ever before, had been sorely put 
to the test. It was with such faich and serene crust in his Lord that he came to the 
end of his carthly life in exile, and that he uttered his now-famous final words, 
“Glory be to God for all things!” 


Front cover: the Three Holy Youths in the fiery furnace (Daniel 3:19-30). Fresco 
from Vatopedi Monastery, Mount Athos, Greece. 
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